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MEDIA RELEASE 

WORLD MASTERS GAMES 2017 PREPARES TO WELCOME 
13,000 INTERNATIONAL COMPETITORS AS IT CELEBRATES TWO YEARS TO GO

As World Masters Games 2017 marks two years to go until the event kicks off on 21 April 2017, individual sports are upping preparations to welcome 13,000 international competitors to Auckland, New Zealand.

Basketball, which has a minimum age category of 30+, will be hosted across multiple venues because of the anticipated number of teams. Venues include: AUT University, North Shore Campus; Bruce Pulman Park; Massey University, Albany Campus; and The North Shore Events Centre. Best endeavours will be made to ensure that athletes are only required to compete at one or two venues.   
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With a total number of 25,000 athletes expected to compete in 2017, roughly half of which will be New Zealand competitors and half from other countries around the globe, World Masters Games is the world’s largest multi-sport competition for masters age athletes. 

Reflecting on the sheer size and scale of the international event, World Masters Games 2017 Organising Committee Chief Executive Jennah Wootten says: 

“The last major gathering of athletes from multiple sports in New Zealand was 25 years ago when the 1990 Commonwealth Games hit town. They seemed big at the time but a quick look at the stats shows just how much bigger the World Masters Games 2017 will be on just about every level.”

Ms Wootten says the two years to go milestone offers an opportunity to reflect on progress, but not for too long.  

“The clock is definitely ticking and we are ever mindful of the technical complexity of running individual competitions for 28 different sports in 45 competition venues across 10 days. Our goal is to deliver on every level a superior Games, both for the 13,000 competitors who will travel internationally to compete, and for the good of our reputation as a host nation.”

“We are working closely with our Airline Partner, Air New Zealand, to ensure ease of travel to New Zealand through its international network of more than 25 destinations throughout Australia, the US, Canada, the UK, Asia, Pacific Islands and South America. In addition, the airline’s extensive domestic route network means international visitors have great access to explore the rest of New Zealand before or after the Games.”

“As we celebrate two years, we hope people will get behind the Games effort, and start registering their interest – either as participants, officials or perhaps volunteers. We’ll be welcoming athletes from 100 countries to our country for the World Masters Games. We know New Zealanders will welcome these visitors in true kiwi style, and no doubt put up some stiff competition to keep the Games interesting.”

To learn more about World Masters Games 2017 visit www.worldmastersgames2017.co.nz.

View a map of the World Masters Games 2017 venues.
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For further information please contact:
Jill Dryden, Communications Manager – Ambassadors, World Masters Games 2017
Tel: +64 21 549 576

NOTE:
About World Masters Games 2017
The World Masters Games is the largest multi-sport event in the world.  In terms of athlete numbers, it is bigger in scale than even the Olympics.  Auckland will host the event from 21 to 30 April 2017 during which time 25,000 athletes will compete in 28 sports across 45 competition venues.  The Games are regarded as the largest event New Zealand will host in at least the next decade. For more information visit www.worldmastersgames2017.co.nz

About Barfoot & Thompson:
Barfoot & Thompson is the presenting partner for World Masters Games 2017.  It is New Zealand’s largest, privately owned real estate company and is still run by the Barfoot and Thompson families after more than 90 years.  Barfoot & Thompson consistently sells around one in three homes in the Auckland region and manages more than 11,000 rental properties, well ahead of competitor brands.
For more information visit www.barfoot.co.nz

About World Masters Games 2017 valued partners:
World Masters Games would like to thank its valued partners:  Barfoot & Thompson, Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic Development (ATEED), Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), International Masters Games Association (IMGA), Air New Zealand, SKYCITY Auckland, Pita Pit, NZCT
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